
 
Sermon Based Study Guide 

Hebrews: Jesus is Better 
Hebrews 4:14-16 – Our Great High Priest 
November 20, 2016 – Christian Burkhardt 

 
Leader’s Guide: Do not feel like you need to use all these questions for your CG discussion. Pick and 
choose what you think would be best for your group. After listening to the sermon, you may have your 
own points for discussion.  

Here is the link to the sermon podcasts and archives of these Study Guides: 
http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses 

______________________________________ 

1. Ice Breaker: When it comes to getting things (or getting things done) in life, people often say, 
“it’s not about WHAT you know, but WHO you know.” Can you share about a situation when you 
benefited because of who you knew? Or a situation when you clearly missed out because you 
didn’t know the right people?  
 

2. Read Hebrews 4:14-16. Describe the elevated position that Jesus holds. What “benefits” come 
from knowing him? What is at stake if we don’t “hold fast” to him?  

 
3. In his sermon, Christian shared this quote from C.S. Lewis:  

No man knows how bad he is till he has tried very hard to be good. A silly idea is current that 
good people do not know what temptation means. This is an obvious lie. Only those who try to 
resist temptation know how strong it is. After all, you find the strength of the German army by 
fighting against it, not by giving in. You find out the strength of a wind by trying to walk against 
it not by lying down. A man who gives into the temptation after five minutes simply does not 
know what it would have been like an hour later. That is why bad people, in one sense, know 
very little about badness. They have lived a sheltered life by always giving in. We never find out 
the strength of the evil impulse inside us until we try to fight it; and Christ, because He was the 
only man who never yielded to temptation, is also the only man who knows to the full what 
temptation really means - the only complete realist. (Mere Christianity, p. 142) 
 

Discuss this quote in relation to Hebrews 4:15-16. How does Jesus’ victory over temptation 
encourage you in your fight against temptation?  

 
4. Spend time encouraging one another and praying together (if discretion is needed, perhaps you 

can split up in groups of 2-3): 
 Is there sin that you need to confess? Areas of temptation where you are giving in too 

easily? Draw near to God, and receive mercy and forgiveness. 
 Where are you actively fighting temptation – whether to disobey God or to disbelieve 

God? Draw near to God, and ask for grace for “timely help” – grace for the specific 
situation or temptation you are facing.  
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